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As a part of the sermon last week I used the following writing by 

Howard Thurman, an educator, theologian and human rights activ-

ist. Please take a moment to read and reflect on the words.  

“When the song of the angels is stilled,  

When the star in the sky is gone,  

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock,  

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, to heal the broken. 

To feed the hungry, to release the prisoner. 

To rebuild the nations, to bring peace among all. 

To make music in the heart!” 

How are you planning to do the work of Christmas throughout the 

new year? It doesn’t have to cost a lot or take a lot of time. It can 

be a small gesture of kindness or help during a difficult time. It 

can be volunteering for a worthy cause or donating things you no 

longer need.  

Our relationship with God grows through prayer, worship and 

study. It also grows through action, love and compassion.  

God wants us to live out God’s word, not just give it lip service. 

They will know we are Christians by our love….. 

Blessings, Pastor Bonnie   

 LITURGIST / LAY LEADER 

 

 January 5          Nancy Whitley 

 January 12        Coleen Young 

 January 19        Gail Hollinger 

 January 26        Mary Ortiz 

 

  GREETERS / USHERS 

 

 January 5          Gary Marsh, 

                            Mary Lou Hooker 

 January 12        Gail Bishop, Mary Navis  

 January 19        Terry Whitley,                             

                            Gail Hollinger 

 January 26         Dave Kerley 

                           Lee Swainston 

 

  SOUND & LIGHTS / ACOLYTES 

 

 January 5          Kathy A-K / Lilly 

 January 12        Kathy A-K / Bryson 

 January 19        Kathy A-K  / Evie 

 Janaury 26        Kathy A-K  / Peyton 

  

 FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

 

 January 5  

 January 12  

 January 19        3rd Sunday Brunch 

 January 26 

SERVING  
THIS MONTH 

SERMON TOPICS  
 & LITURGICAL 

TEXTS 

Worship Services: 
YOU ARE WELCOME ~ AND WANTED 

All services 11:00 a.m.  

 

January 5, 2020 
Isaiah 60: 1-6 

Matthew 2: 1-12 
“It takes guts!” 

Rev. Bonnie Simerly  
 

January 12, 2020 
TBA 

Chaplain Faith Pigeon 
 

January 19, 2020 
Psalm 40: 1-11 
Isaiah 49: 1-7 

“The Servant Songs” 
Rev. Bonnie Simerly 

 
January 26, 2020 
Psalm 27: 1, 4-9 
Matthew 4: 12-23 

“What does it mean  
to repent?” 

Rev. Bonnie Simerly 
 
 
 
 

GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME 

the minister’s musings 



REMINDERS 

Date General Fund Building Fund Totals 

12/1 $828.63 $300.00 $1,128.63 

12/8 $1,510.00 $250.00 $1,760.00 

12/15 $1,716.50 $145.00 $1,861.50 

12/22 $1,275.00 $90.00 $1,365.00 

12/29 $549.90 $40.00 $589.90 

Needed each Month: 

$7,000   General Fund 

$1,100   Building Fund 

Line of Credit Owed:  $2,150 

TRUSTEES PLEASE JOIN US!! 

Lay Leaders, Liturgists, 

Ushers, Sound & Lights, 

and Greeters needed.  

Please see Pastor Bonnie 

if you are interested. 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

Ongoing Outreach projects include Wayland Area Christian Neighbors 

Food Pantry.  Bring non-perishable foods and place them in the shopping 

cart at any time during the month.  Peanut butter, tuna fish, sugar, coffee, 

tea, juice, canned fruit & vegetables are especially needed.  The needs are 

greater than ever.   

The First Sunday of each month is designated as Pantry and Joyful Noise 

Sunday.  The loose change collected goes to support local needs such as 

prescriptions, gas, utility assistance, etc…. 

COMPASSION CORNER 

For our Concern: Louie Edwards, Wayne Goodwin, Juju Straub,    

Bonnie Kemper, Linda Rough, Phyllis Cameron, Coleen Young’s   

Mother,  Kathy Stebbins, Christian Neighbors Food Pantry and those in 

the military.                                                           +++Pray for PEACE. 

Pastor Bonnie’s Hours  

*  I am always available for emergencies by telephone.                                                       

Sunday:      8am to 1:30pm  

Monday:     9am to 11:30am 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:    9:00 am-2:00pm  

Friday, Saturday:   by appointment              

____________________________________________________  

Wayland Community Quilters: 
Meets the first Saturday of the month, (unless changed on calendar)  from 10 am until 
3 pm.  We make lap quilts for hospice patients.  Come join the fellowship and fun!!!  
Anyone is welcome!!!  This month meets on the 11th! 

_______________________________________________________________ 
Church Needs List:  Paper Towel,  Toilet Paper 

Food Pantry:  Please don’t forget the Food Pantry Collection the first Sunday of 

each month.  We strive to collect 50 pounds of food.  Items may be put in grocery cart 

by the front door.  

Women’s Retreat:  “Growing in God’s Love” -  February 7, 8 and 9 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Deadline for February Parish Post:  Monday, January 27th 

 Any articles submitted after that time will be held until the next issue.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 



MISSION COUNCIL-2 

Mission Council Meeting:  12/8/2019 

Present: Gail Hollinger, Shannon Jones, Frank Lavender, Mary Navis, Mary Ortiz, 

Faith Pigeon, Bonnie Simerly, Alyssa Smeenge, Coleen Young 

Coleen Young called meeting to order. 

Open with prayer: Pastor Bonnie Simerly  

A motion to approve November Mission Council meeting minutes was made by Frank 

Lavender and seconded by Bonnie Simerly. The motion was approved by affirmation. 

Old Business:                                                                                                          

Christmas Project: Donations of cakes mixes and frosting are still needed. Sue Skiba 

will sort through and prepare for delivery.    

New Business:                                                                                                            

Review of budget for 2020 involved discussion of ideas to motivate giving beyond 

pledges. Coleen Young suggested that members on Social Security might consider 

donating a portion of the 1 percent increase this year.  Mary Ortiz suggested that mem-

bers might keep a log of unessential spending to help them determine what extra funds 

they may have available for donation.   

Chris Petry requests that dates for 2020 be submitted as soon as possible so she can 

complete calendar.     

Departmental Reports:                                                                                              

Pastor’s Report: Move from old office to new office is complete.  There will be a 

blessing of the new office next Sunday.  Christmas Eve services will be held at both 

United Church of Wayland and the United Methodist Church. Pastor Bonnie will be 

on vacation January 8th through the 15th. Faith Pigeon will preach on the 12th.  She 

reports that baptism of one adult and two children has been requested. The date has yet 

to be determined.   

Stewardship: Gail Hollinger reports that letters have been mailed to church members 

who have not yet pledged and thank you notes to those who have.  She plans to have a 

graphic depicting the difference between income and expenses ready for the congrega-

tional meeting to help members understand the gravity of the church’s financial situa-

tion. 

Congregational Life: Frank Lavender reports that spaghetti dinner date is TBD.   

Women’s Fellowship: Gail Hollinger continues planning women’s retreat scheduled 

for February 8th &9th.  

 

Education: Shannon made contact with the manager for biblical linguist (Dale Allen 

Hoffman) to invite him as a speaker. His program involves a presentation followed by 

a workshop. The program cost is $20/person. There is a 70/30 split of revenue. The 

speaker would need lodging which could be provided by a church member’s invitation 

to their home.  This presentation could be incorporated into the women’s retreat, which 

would then be opened to the general community.   

Evangelism: Alyssa Smeenge volunteered to assume this responsibility.  She will con-

tact Nancy Whitley to arrange transition. 

Worship:  All present agreed that the advent wreath is a marvel of engineering and art-

istry.     

Nurture: Mary Navis reports sending cards to families that have not attended recently.  

Service:  No report        Trustees:  No report.   

Submitted by Mary Ortiz 

MISSION COUNCIL-1 

BIRTHDAYS 

JANUARY 

January 17     Doug & Jacki  

                                     BRADT 

           January 25    Terry & Nancy 

                                    WHITLEY  

JANUARY 

    January 08        Faith Pigeon     

    January 10        Nancy Swainston     

    January 19        Frank Lavender         

    January 20        Melissa Coffey 

                  

    Ruthie’s Community Closet 

   “Take what you need, give what you don’t” 

 The closet is open at the following times: 

    Tuesday 9:00am—Noon  

    Thursday  5:00—7:00 pm 



TRUSTEE-1 
December 22, 2019 

 
Attending: Crimson Kamps, Faith Pigeon, Marc McGill, Mary Reno, Lee Swainston, 

Bonnie Simerly 

Absent: John Rough 

Called to order: 12:45pm  

Reviewed and accepted minutes from last month: Moved-Marc/ 2nd-Faith 

Treasurers Report 

Mary Reno, Treasurer, reviewed expenses and revenue for the month. She reports that 

we are still not getting enough pledged money to cover expenses and she is having to 

take money from the savings to cover almost every month. She has depleted the initial 

amount placed in savings and needs to transfer from Edward Jones Account.  After dis-

cussion Mary agreed to contact Edward Jones and determine how much it costs to move 

funds so we can determine how much to move. Mary will also determine what they 

need to move the funds if it is more than the signatures. Motion made for Mary to deter-

mine the best course for moving funds in the amount of $12.000.00 and to move them 

by Marc McGill/ 2nd  Lee Swainston.  

 
Pastor’s Report 

Reminder that Faith will be covering service on Jan 12, 2020 as pastor will be on vaca-

tion from Jan. 8-Jan 17.       

 
Old Business 

Fund transfer-see Treasurers Report.    

Continue to table the attorney retainer for office rental agreement until it is needed. 

 
New Business 

Reimbursement for pulpit fill: Motioned made to pay Faith Pigeon $100 for pulpit fill 

on January 12, 2020 made by Marc/2nd by Crimson. 

Lee reports that the snow blower is tuned up and ready to use.  

The front sign light and cross light are not working. Marc will be working on determin-

ing the problem and repairing if possible. 

Marc has agreed to see if he can do the work on the lighting in the fellowship hall. He 

believes that the old ballasts can be bypassed. He will check on the cost and report 

back. Assurances made that this would be a safe alternative to having all of the lights 

replaced. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Lee/2nd Marc.  

 

Next Meeting is scheduled for Jan 21, 2020 @ 7pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by Pastor Bonnie Simerly 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

12/15/2019 

Meeting was called to order by Marc McGill.  

Review of 2020 budget: 

     There is a projected $15,076 budget deficit between income and  expenses.                                 

 Sale of parsonage in 2018 netted $140,000: 

$40,000 was used to pay down mortgage and reduce monthly 

payment from $1,700 to $1,100. 

$45,000 was invested in Edward Jones fund  

$30,000 was allocated to United Bank line of credit 

$15,000 was credited to United Bank savings account 

$10,000 was credited to United Bank checking account 

As of June, Pastor Bonnie will be surrendering the housing allowance 

which will reduce annual expense by $6,000. 

An effort is being made to rent office space to non-profit social         

services agencies. A monthly rent of $500 is being asked. Meetings 

with county social service providers are ongoing.  

Coleen Young suggested that a possible source of revenue might come 

from members who received 1% increase in Social Security payments.  

Mary Ortiz suggested that members could keep a log of non-essential 

spending that they might consider adding to weekly donations.  

Coleen Young made a motion that budget be accepted as written. The 

motion was seconded by Nancy Whitley.  A quorum of members was 

present. All present voted to accept the budget as written with one    

dissenting vote.     

Submitted by Mary Ortiz 

  



January 2020               Volume 45  Number 1 

411 E. Superior 

St. 

Wayland, MI  

49348 

269-792-2155 

ucofw@sbcglob

al.net 

UCofW.org 

U
n

ited
 C

h
u

rch
 o

f W
ay

lan
d

 

4
1
1

 E
. S

u
p

erio
r S

treet 

W
ay

lan
d

, M
I  4

9
3

4
8

 


